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ACTT Outreach Abstract 



The primary purpose of ACTT (Activating Children Through Technology) Outreach, 
housed in Macomb Projects in the College of Education and Human Services at Western Dlinois 
University, is to integrate assistive technology 1 into early childhood services for children, ages 
birth to eight, with disabilities. Major goals focus on stimulating services, training and replication, 
assistance to states, and providing a product-development and information dissemination resource. 
Objectives include awareness activities; replication; product development, revision, and 
dissemination; training; consultation including cooperative work on a diagnostic team; assisting 
states; and local, regional and national cooperative activities. 

ACTT provides services that are responsive to the federal emphasis on assistive technology 
services legislated by IDEA, its amendments, and the Technology Related Assistance to 
Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988, P.L. 100-407. Requests for replication and training 
come from Part H and Part B state level personnel, state Assistive Technology projects, other state 
level agencies, regional agencies, and individual sites. During ACTT's past three years of Outreach 
work, 3955 requests for technological services were rec_ ived. We trained 79 site personnel for 
model replication and conducted 25 technology workshops. 

A large number of children, families and staff have benefited directly and indirectly from 
ACTT Outreach activities. Three ACTT components are replicable, defined according to 
developmental level, chronological age, severity of disabilities, and most common service delivery 
strategy: 1) Birth to Three; 2) Three to Five; and 3) Severe Disabilities. ACTT currently has 44 
replication sites at different levels of experience in model adoption in 14 states and Canada. Those 
sites have served 2,147 children. ACTT's three continuation sites served 204 children over the 
past 3 years. Criteria for replication as well as criteria for determining the entry level of the site 
(from Level I to Level IV) have been established. ACTT also provides training through numerous 
workshop and conference presentations. Staff conduct presentations and workshops on-site as 
well as through the interactive satellite television capabilities housed at WIU. 

ACTT Outreach trains trainers or direct service delivery staff depending on the size of the 
site. Trainees can be any of those identified in the law, including early childhood personnel, 
occupational or physical therapists, psychologists, communication specialists, other support 
personnel in early intervention programs, and parents. Training content is organized into eight 
modules. Sites send trainees to the ACTT site for one or more five day intensive training sessions 
depending upon the component being replicated and the site’s level of computer expertise, or 
ACTT staff can travel to the site to do training. Trainee outcomes are measured according to 



1 ’Assistive technology’ refers to those devices and applications which increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of children 
with disabilities, including computers, alternative input and output, software, dedicated augmentative communication devices, and other aids. 
The term is used interchangeably with ’technology’ in ACTT. 
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technology competencies. Outreach staff provides consultation and follow-up services at the 
replication site. Sites collect data on children, parents, and staff. 

ACTT staff have extensive experience in providing Outreach training as well as inservice 
and graduate-level coursework. University credit is available to participants of ACTT training 
sessions. 

Products have been developed or revised and disseminated. They include training modules 
for trainers to use, software programs which support curricular objectives, videotapes of current 
technology applications used by children, and equipment modification schematics. Existing 
products have been widely distributed. Products include Building ACTTive Futures: ACTT's 
Curriculum Guide for Young Children and Technology, a software catalog, a guide to peripheral 
use, a switch construction book, software, and training materials. From October 1992 through 
September 1995, over 1339 products were distributed. A twenty-page publication is distributed 
quarterly to sites and subscribers. A database containing names of over 1500 individuals and 
agencies is maintained. 

Continued coordinated activities with other technology applications groups include hosting 
an annual ACTT Conference and cooperating with the National Cristina Foundation Local Focus 
pilot sites, the Illinois Assistive Technology Project, as well as Technology Projects in other states, 
and with national groups focusing on technology for people with disabilities and those who focus 
on young children with disabilities, since both need our services. 
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ACTT Final Report 1 



Project ACTT: Activating Children Through Technology 

Final Report 

Goals and Objectives of the Project 

Technology applications, including computer hardware, software, and alternative input 
such as switches, are learning tools that are no longer seen as frills or unneeded components of 
early childhood programs by many parents, professionals, and other decision makers. Legislation 
and practice alike acknowledge and support teclmology as an important aspect of services to 
young children with disabilities and their families. A body of research together with a wealth of 
revealing anecdotal data related to the benefits of technology use by young children exists. Yet 
instances of effective technology applications in early intervention are scattered, although 
futurists as well as leaders of education and industry point to the need for the educational system 
to make dramatic and swift changes so our children can keep pace with societal changes 
(Ameritech, 1993; Gates, 1995; Thornburg, 1994). 

Children with disabilities and their families benefit when they have equitable access to 
effective technology applications; however, before any potentially wide-sweeping applications 
can assist children with disabilities, staff and families must know how to implement activities 
and use the equipment. 

Macomb Projects staff anticipated the growing effectiveness of technology early (1981) 
and have continued to develop and demonstrate state-of-the art model programs and curricula, to 
train others to use technology applications with children with disabilities and their families, and 
to develop increasingly sophisticated software and related materials. ACTT's major thrust 
focuses first on children and families, then on the technology tools and adaptations that can assist 
children do things they have not been able to do — communicate, play with toys, interact with 
others, draw, and much more. 

The ACTT model demonstrates use of state-of-the-art computer technology, software, 
switches, electronic toys, adaptive peripherals, and individual adaptations as well as video 
technology in direct services to children and families. Applications for older computers and 
hardware are available. ACTT technology applications are appropriately used in inclusive early 
intervention and preschool programs. Videotapes are used to record child progress over time, 
including day to day activities. Families are integral members of ACTT teams, to the extent they 
wish to be involved. ACTT includes policies to ensure support for equitable access and quality 
technology use for all children and families. 
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Goals 

The four major goals of ACTT Outreach focus on training and replication, product 

development, widespread dissemination and assistance to states. The goals include the following: 

1. Stimulate services nationwide based on current technological innovations to children, ages 
birth to 8, with disabilities and their families. 

2. Train personnel and family members to use developmentally appropriate technology 
applications and adaptations for children from birth to 8 with disabilities. 

3. Assist states to include plans for use of technology with young children in their comprehensive 
delivery systems and in their plans for the Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with 
Disabilities Act*, and to implement those plans. 

4. Serve as a national resource in product development related to young children and technology 
and in disseminating information and delivery strategies. 

Objectives 

The major objectives needed to accomplish the goals are listed below. 

1.0 Accomplish awareness activities focusing on ACTT goals and contributions. 

2.0 Stimulate high quality programs which integrate computer technology in their intervention 
activities, provide training and technical assistance in the implementation of ACTT 
component replication in Level I, Level II, Level HI, and Level IV sites. (Site levels are 
determined according to the degree of computer expertise the site has when they begin the 
program.) 

3.0 Revise, develop, and disseminate ACTT products, including software, instructional materials, 
and video training tapes. 

4.0 Provide training on topics related to the use of computer technology with young children 
with disabilities. 

5.0 Provide consultation on topics associated with the use of microcomputer technology and 
young children with disabilities and their families. 

6.0 Serve as a resource to states as they develop and implement comprehensive delivery systems 
that include technology applications for young children with disabilities and as they respond 
to the Tech Act of 1988. 

7.0 Cooperate and participate with other agencies in local, regional, and national activities related 
to computer technology applications for young children with disabilities. 



'p.l. 



100-407 will be referred to as the Tech Act. The state Assistive Technology Projects will be referred to as Tech Projects. 
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